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5 November 2023 
 

Pentecost 23 
 

 
Call to worship and welcome 
 
Hymn: 96 Sing praise to the Lord 
 
Prayers of adoration and confession 
 
Assurance of forgiveness 

Hear Christ’s word of grace to us “Your sins are forgiven” 
Thanks be to God 
 

Notices Lawrence Peak 
 
Bible readings 
 

Joshua 3:7-17 Elizabeth White 
7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes 
of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 
8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the 
edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’” 
9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the 
Lord your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among 
you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of 
you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from 
each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—
the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing 
downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.” 
14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests 
carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is 
at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried 
the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s edge, 16 the 
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water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great 
distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the 
water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea) was 
completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 The 
priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord stopped in the 
middle of the Jordan and stood on dry ground, while all Israel passed by 
until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Matthew 23:1-12 Stephen White 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not 
practice what they preach. 4 They tie up heavy, cumbersome loads and 
put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 
to lift a finger to move them. 
5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries[a] wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the 
place of honor at banquets and the most important seats in the 
synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces 
and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 
8 “But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you 
are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth ‘father,’ for you have 
one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, 
for you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will 
be your servant. 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted. 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Sermon: Pride and pretence 
 
Hymn: 650 Brother, sister, let me serve you 
 
Offering 
 
Prayers of the people Ross Lorenz 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23924a


 
 

3 
 

Hymn: 474 Here in this place 
 
The Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you 
 
Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
…And so we praise you with your people throughout the world and 
across the years, joining with choirs of angels and the whole of 
creation in the eternal hymn, singing: 
 
761 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
…With this bread and this cup we do as our Saviour commands: we 
celebrate the redemption he has won for us. 
 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 
 
…Awaiting his coming in glory, we pray as our Saviour taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 



 
 

4 
 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
…The gifts of God for the people of God. 
May we who share these gifts be found in Christ, and Christ in 
us. 
 
…God has us in this sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us 
a foretaste of the heavenly banquet prepared for all people, and so 
we pray together: 
We thank you, Lord, that when we were still far off, you met us 
in your Son. He lived and died and rose again, declared your 
love and gave us the gift of eternal life.  
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; we who drink 
his cup bring life to others; we who the Spirit lights give light to 
the world.  
Keep us in the hope we have in your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in whose name we pray.  
 
Amen. 
 

Hymn: 129 Amazing grace (5 verses) 
 
Benediction 
 
Threefold Amen 
 
Postlude     Organist           John Hughes 


